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self knows itself immediately as noumenal or " ontological " reality. The 
reader is allowed to depend upon rather loose logic when he is told that 
because the world is intelligible and beautiful and active it is the product 
of intelligence, feeling, and will. (Possibly some one even of the unini- 
tiated may pause to remark that of course whatever an intelligence can 
know is intelligible, but that this leaves the noumenal question still open.) 
Again, a philosophic style, even a popular one, is not best exemplified by 
describing metaphysics as " closest to the sun of truth and the stars of 
eternity," nor in the persistent use of the language of faculty psychology. 
Nor should the public be led to suppose that the rubric "modern ideal- 
ism " signifies only the unique sort of idealism suggested in the present 
volume (p. 216). In this connection it is pertinent to note that the 
author takes no account whatever of the modern pluralistic idealists. 

The book ought to be especially welcome to religious readers as such. 
Not only is its phraseology reminiscent of the enlightened pulpit, but 
Biblical quotations are plentiful and all the familiar dogmas of Chris- 
tianity — inspiration, prayer, the trinity, the incarnation, the atonement, 
and miracles — are put upon the author's idealistic basis. The book would 
serve as an agreeable introduction to philosophy in such sectarian colleges 
as would welcome a metaphysics of the faith. 

Jay William Hudson. 
University op Missouri. 

The Precinct of Religion in the Culture of Humanity. Charles Gray 
Shaw. Swan, Sonnenschein & Co. 1908. Pp. xiii + 279. 

The aim of the author is to show that religion has an independent 
province in human life. Of the method by which he undertakes to do 
this he says in the preface : " The spirit in which the precinct of religion 
has been examined is not that of the older noumenalism, still less that of 
the newer phenomenalism; both metaphysics and psychology are here set 
aside for the sake of a humanism which seems best adapted to defining 
the essence of human worship." Just what this humanism is, however, a 
perusal of the book does not enable one to ascertain. 

The author deems that, this being the " age of culture," it is possible 
to do better justice to religion now than it was during the enlightenment, 
when the dominant conception was that of " rights." He considers re- 
ligion to be the religious consciousness, and holds that its nature is 
primarily the affirmation of the soul and the negation of the world. Ulti- 
mately, however, religion leads to the recognition of a world-soul and to 
entrance into a spiritual world-order. It is religion that gives us the 
three all-important ideas of the personal soul, the unity of the world, and 
the absoluteness of the world-soul. 

The insistence upon the independence of religion leaves rather unclear 
in what positive relation the author believes it to stand to the other 
branches of human culture. But we are told that without the philosophy 
of religion the theory of knowledge would never have arisen, that religion 
has a close affinity with esthetics, and that it shows the true value of 
morality. 
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As to the truth of religion, the author rejects the idea of a demon- 
strable theism, and declares the difficulty in the past to have been that 
theism never has been put on the basis of religion. " St. Francis with his 
holy love is more of an argument for God than Anselm with his ontolog- 
ical proof." The real proof of religion is ethical in its nature, and is to 
be drawn primarily from the exalted types of the religious life. 

The material furnished by the comparative study of religion has been 
drawn upon to a certain extent, but only in a scattering way. The author 
appears to hold that Christianity should be allowed to exercise a forma- 
tive influence upon the modern world-view, but he has done far too little 
by way of supporting such a thesis. 

The important positions taken in this book might have been given 
considerably greater clearness and force by a better ordering of the ma- 
terial as a whole, by a more consistent and vigorous criticism of views 
opposed to those of the author, and by more real, consecutive reasoning 
in support of the views adopted. 

The style of the book reveals a fondness for neologisms on the part 
of the writer, and on the whole it must be said to lack lucidity, though 
occasionally a gift for terse and epigrammatic statement is apparent. 

Ehgene W. Lyman. 

Bangor Theological Seminary. 

La conscience de devoir dans I 'introspection provoquee. Pierre Bovet. 

Archives de psychologie, 1910, Vol. IX., pp. 303-369. 

In the five hundred introspections gathered for an earlier study in 
which the author repeated the experiments of Messer and Biihler on judg- 
ment and ideation, appeared a great many references to feelings and in 
particular to the feeling of oughtness. The present monograph is a de- 
tailed study of this feeling, and of feelings related to it, as far as they 
appear in the said introspections. It is offered as preliminary to a forth- 
coming study of the moral sentiments. 

The chief topics with which the essay deals are: 

The directions given to the subject (la consigne) considered from the 
point of view of the experimenter and from that of the subject; the in- 
structions considered as a mental state, as conscious, as unconscious, etc. 

The varieties of the sense of oughtness (sense de devoir) under three 
heads: past, present, future. 

The affective coefficients of the sense of oughtness : the feelings present 
during the period of expectancy of the directions and during their apper- 
ception; during the periods of choice (when a choice is the task set), of 
search for the answer, of the discovery of the answer, and, finally, the feel- 
ings accompanying the giving of the answer. 

In a concluding chapter, states nearly related to the consciousness of 
oughtness are analyzed and compared with each other and with the feel- 
ing of oughtness, namely, the feelings of vouloir, pouvoir, and avoir le 
droit. 

Even though, in this study, problems are set rather than solved, the 
author deserves congratulation for having replaced the ordinary method 



